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ADVERTISEMENT. 

THE  following  Speech  was  not  intended 
to  go  any  farther  than  the  Walls  of  the 
Houfe  in  which  it  was  delivered  ;  but  the 
preffing  Inftances  of  many  Lords,  for  whom 
the  Author  entertains  the  greateft  Honour 
and  Efteem,  have  in  a  manner  compelled 
him  to  make  it  more  publick  ;  which  the 
candid  Reader  will  it  is  hoped  confider  in 
the  Perufal  of  it. 


THE 
EARL    OF    MACCLESFIELD'S 

SPEECH 

I  N    T  H  E 

Houfe    of    Peers. 

On  Monday  the  i8th  Day  oi  March  1750. 


My  Lords, 

THE  principal  View  and  Intention  of  the  Bill> 
which  has  been  juft  now  read  to  your  Lord- 
(hips,  is  to  introduce  and  eftablifh  one  uni- 
form Method  of  reckoning  or  computing  Time,  and 
of  fixing  the  Dates  of  all  Matters  which  may  be 
tranfaded,  not  only  among  the  Subjeds  of  the 
Crown  of  Great  Britain,  but  alfo  betwixt  them 
and  the  Inhabitants  of  much  the  greateft  Part  of 
Europe. 

And  for  this  Purpofe,  it  is  propofed  by  this  Bilh 
Firft,  To  regulate  the  Commencement  of  the  Year 
and  Secondly,  To  corred  the  Calendar,  which  at 
prefent  is  made  ufe  of,  for  reckoning  and  computing 
Time,  throughout  all  the  Countries  and  Places  fub- 
jed  or  belonging  to  the  Britijh  Crown. 

That, 


hi  ^i  I 

That,  ill  one  Part  of  this  united  Kingdom,  the 
legfil  |Comn\cncemqnt;of.the  Year  fhotuld  differ,-  \>y 
the  Space  of  near  Tiiree "Months,  riot  only  froni  the 
legal  Commerxement  ot^  the  Year  in  another  Part  of 
thCfatne  Kingdom,  'but  alfo  "fjrom  ihi  general' ^|hd 
cojfardDn  Ufagr' throughout  th€  WJiole,  iifo  glfe^g 
an  Abfurdity,  and  the  Parent  of  fo  much  Confufion 
and  Diforderj  that  I[  aiiti  "p^erfpaded  there  is  no  Lord 
within  this  Houfe,  nor  anyone  Perfon  without- doors, 
who  docs  not  wiOi  and  defirc,  that  it  may  be  re- 
moved.- 

(' 

For  which  Reafon  I  ihall  not  .trouble  your  Lord- 
fhips  with  any  thing  farther,  in  Support  of  that  Part 
of  the  Bill,  which  eftabliflies  one  and  the  fame  Com- 
mencement of  the  Year  throughout  all  the  Rritijh 
Dominions  5  and  in  order  that,  at  the  fame  time, 
we  may  be  conformable  in  this  refpedf  to  the  Ulag^ 
of  all  the  reft  oi  Europe-,  direds,  that  the  Firft  Day 
of  'January  fhall  be  taken  and  deemed  10  be  the  Firft 
Day  of  the  Year,  in  all  fucceeding  Times. 

The  next  Thing  propofed  by  this  Bill,  is  the 
Corredlion  of  the  Calendar,  and  this  in  Two  Re^ 
fpe(^s;  Firft,  witlvregard  to  the  Civil  Year,  by  which 
the  Times  of  our  iixed  Feftivals,  and  the  Dates  of 
all  our  Tranfadions,  arc  determined  5  and,  Secondly, 
in  relation  to  the  Method  which  we  make  ufe  of  to 
find  the  Time  of  E^^r,  and  of  the  moveabk  Feafts 
thereon  depending  :  In  both  which  Particulars,  W€ 
differ  from  the  Practice  iof  the  greateft  Part  of  EtH: 
rope:-''¥-'^  '■■■  r.  -'AVAiuoO  -tM  llii  ^iJOfl^noifli  ^'^rnij.' 

viD  '^^'■>An<i  adt  ot  7>ni:^nobd  if,And 
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b./JOW  iil'L^  in  '     . 

o  And  although  the  Inconveniences,  which  arifefrom 

the  firft.pf  tjiefe,  arc  not  Co  general  and  univerlal, 

as  thofe  which  are  caufed  by  the  different  Commence- 

nicnts  of  tiie  Year  which    are   in  Ufc  within  this 

Kingdom'?   yet  are  they   not   lefs   fcnfibly   felt    by 

fucii  a^   have   Dealings  or   Corrcfpondence  of  any 

kin-ii    with  Foreign  Countries  i    where   the  feveral 

Months  are  reckoned  to,  begin  eleven  Days  fgoncr 

than,  th^y-'^do.in   this  Kingdom,    or  in  any  of  the 

Places  fubjcd  to; the  Crown  of  Great  Britain, 

That  is,  the  fame  Day,  which,  in  each  Month  is 
with  us  the  firft,  is  called  the  twelfth  Day  of  the 
Month  throughout  almoft  all  the  other  Parts  of  Eu: 
rope\  and  in  like  manner  thro' all  the  other  Days 
of  the  Month,  We  are  juft  eleven-Days  behind  them. 

It  muft  indeed  be  acknowleged,  that  the  Dates  ac- 
cordin<j^  to  one  Calendar  or  Account  may,  without 
any  great  Difficulty,  ^  be  reduced  to  thofe  of  the 
other. 


But  as  it  muft  ftill  be  a  Matter  of  fome  Trouble; 
and  the  Lofs  of  fome  Time,  to  make  fuch  Reduc- 
tions, and  that  the  Number  of  the  fame,  where 
Dealings  are  large  and  Corrcfpondence  cxtenfivc,  will 
be  confiderably  increafed  :  It  will  furely  be  well  worth 
the  while,  indrely  to,  remove  an  Inconvenience,  from 
the  which  there  may  poffibly  arife,  if  the  greateft 
Exadtnefs  be  not  conlkntly  obferved,  more  Miftakes 
:."-  and 
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and  Confufion  than  a  little  Time  and  Pains  would 
be  fufficient  to  redlify ;  and  which  might  even  fome- 
times  occafion  fuch  real  Lofles,  as  could  never  again 
be  retrieved. 

And  to  thefe  Inconveniences  arc  cxpofed,  all  thofe 
who  have  any  Intercourfe  with  other  Parts  of  Europe ^ 
and  fuch  as  are  any  ways  concerned  in  foreign  Trade 
and  Commerce  -,  a  Matter  of  fo  much  Confequcnce 
and  Benefit  to  this  Nation,  and  upon  which  the  Opu- 
lence and  Strength  of  the  fame  do  fo  greatly  de- 
pend. 

Thefe  Confiderations  would  alone  fufficiently  )uf- 
tify,  the  carrying  a  Bill  of  this  Nature  into  a  Law. 

But  it  happens  befides,  that  thefe  Inconveniences, 
are  only  owing  to  our  own  Perfeverance  in  a  Pra- 
ctice which  has  long  fince  been  acknowleged  to  be  er- 
roneous, and,  as  fuch,  been  corre(fled  in  almoft  all  the 
other  Parrs  of  Europe-,  and  which  is,  by  the  Inhabit- 
ants of  thofe  Countries,  but  too  juftly  objeded  to  us 
as  Matter  of  Reproach. 

t 

To  explain  and  ftate,  in  a  proper  manner,  this  and 

another  Particular  in  our  Calendar  and  Computa- 
tion of  Time,  and  the  Method  of  correcting  them, 
provided  by  this  Bill,  will,  I  am  fenfible,  oblige 
me  to  trefpafs  longer  upon  your  Lordfhips  Time 
and  Patience,  than  I  could  wifh  to  do. 

But 
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But  as  I  think  it  would  neitlier  be  rearonable  in 
it  felf,  nor  confident  with  the  IDignity  of  this  Houfc, 
for  me  to  defirc  your  Lordlhips  to  give  a  Sandion 
to  Corrections  of  Errors  of  fo  general  a  Concern, 
\\^hen  neither  thofe  Corrections,  nor  the  Errors  them- 
felves,  have  in  any  meafure  been  explained  to  your 
Lordfhips:  I  chufe  rather  to  truft  to  your  Candour  and 
Goodnefs,  for  the  Pardoii- of  my  Prolixity  5  than  to 
appear  in  any  degree  wanting  in  that  Duty  and  Re- 
gard which  I  owe  to  this  Houfe,  by  forbearing  to  give 
your  Lordfhips  the  beft  Account  that  I  am  able  of 
thefe  Matters. 

And  although  it  is  now  well  known,  that  the  Sua 
does  not  move,  and  that  the  Equinoxes  and  Solfticcs 
do  not  vary  or  change,  or  at  moft  but  extremely  little:; 
Yet,  in  Compliance  with  Cuftom  and  Ufage,  and 
that  I  may  not  be  thought  to  affed  Singularity,  I  fhall 
not  fcruple  to  make  ufe  of  the  common  Manner  of 
fpeaking  on  thefe  Subjects,  and  to  mention  the  Mo- 
tion of  the  Sun,  and  the  Anticipation  and  Variation 
of  the  Equinoxes  and- Solftices,  and  of  the  Scafons 
which  depend  thereon,  whcnfoevcr,  in  what  I  have 
to  fay,  there  fhall  be  Occafion  for  me  fo  to  do. 

We  are  told  by  ahe  grcatcft  Authority,  that,  bc- 
fidcs  many  other  Ufes  for  which  the  Sun  and  Moon 
were  originally  intended,  they  were  to  he  for  Sea-s 
fons,  and  for  'Days  dnd  Tears :  And  accordingly  all 
Nations  have,  to  the  bell  of  their  Skill,  adapted 
their  Civil  Years  to  the  apparent  Motion  of  the 
Sun,  or  of  the  Moon,  or  of  both  thofe  Luminaries 

B  -       jointly. 
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jointly.  The  fuii  being  called  merely  Solar  Years  $ 
the  fecond  merely  Lunar,  and  the  laft  Lunifolat 
Yea?§,  ,    . 

The  merely  Solar  Year  was  anciently  made  nfe  of 
by  the  Egyptians,  Chaldaans,  and  ^erfians  j  after- 
wards by  the  Romans  -,  and  from  them,  by  the  Eu- 
ropeans in  general  to  this  Time. 

The  merely  Lunar  Year,  being  of  fo  variable  and 
wandering  a  Nature,  that  its  Beginning  travels  thro' 
all  the  Seafons  in  a  little  more  than  thirty:three  Solar 
Years,  has  not  been  fo  much  in  Ufe  as  the  other  two  : 
though  it  formerly  prevailed  among  the  Arabians  and 
Saracens,  as  it  does  at  prefent  among  all  the  Maho- 
metan Nations. 

The  Lunifolar  Year  was  followed  by  the  ancient 
Jews  and  Greeks,  and  for  fomc  time  by  the  Ro- 
mans ;  and  is  ftill  made  ufe  of  for  determining  the 
Times  of  the  moveable  Feafts,  as  well  by  the  Chrif-- 
tianSy  as  by  the  modern  Jews, 

But  neither  the  Solar  nor  the  Lunifolar  Years  were 
of  the  fame  Form,  in  all  the  Nations  that  refpedively 
ufed  them  5  for,  in  proportion  to  the  Advancement 
which  the  Knowlege  of  Aftronomy  made  among 
them,  the  Civil  Year,  whether  Solar  or  Lunifolar, 
was  brought  to  correfpond  more  nearly  with  the 
true  or  Aftronomical  Solar  Years ;  Of  which  there 
arc  two  Kinds. 

One 
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One  of  them  is  called  the  Sidereal  Yeat ;  and  is. 
the  Time  that  palTcs  betwixt  the  Sun's  leaving  any 
fixed  Stat,  and  liis  Return  to  the  fame  St^r  again. 

The  other,  which  is  called  the  Tropical  Year,  and 
is  about  twenty  Minutes  *  lefs  than  the  Sidereal  Year^ 
is  that  Space  of  Time  which  the  Sun,  departing  from 
either  of  the  Equinodial  or  Solftitial  Points,  takes 
up  in  performing  the  whole  Circuit  of  the  Ecliptic, 
before  he  returns  to  the  fame  Point  again:  And,  be- 
caufe  the  four  Parts,  into  which  the  Equinoxes  and 
Solftices  divide  the  Tropical  Year,  form  the  four 
Seafons;  this,  and  not  the  Sidereal  Year,  has  gene- 
rally been  made  ufe  of,  for  regulating  and  correcting 
the  Civil  Years,  as  well  Lunifolar  as  Solar. 

The  Year  which  Num'a  introduced  among  the 
RomanSy  was  Lunifolar:  But,  either  through  the 
Ignorance  or  the  Negligence  of  the  Priefts,  who  had 
the  Care  of  thefe  Matters,  the  Intercalations  and  Cor^ 
rcdions,  ncceffary  for  preferving  the  proper  Corre- 
fpondence  between  their  Lunifolar  Year  and  the  Tro- 
pical Year,  were  either  wholly  omitted,  or  fo  very 
improperly  applied,  as  to  produce  at  laft  the  greatcft 
Diforder  in  the  Roman  Calendar ;  infomuCh  that  it 
even  came  to  appoint  the  Celebration  of  fome  of 
their  Feftivals,  at  Seafons  of  the  Year  intirely  differ- 
ent from  thofc  whence  the  Feftivals  themfelvcs  dc- 


*  ao'.  23''.  r/^ 
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rived  their  Names,  and  on  account  of  which  they 
were  originally  inftituted.  :n"  ' 

Julius  Cafary  to  whom,  as  ^ontifex  Maximusy 
the  chief  Care  of  thefe  Things  belonged,  refolved 
to  corred  this  Abfurditys  and  to  prevent,  as  far  as 
he  could,  the  like  Error  for  the  future.       >  'i^oris  ^r 

And,  after  having  reftored  all  the  Feftivals  to  their 
proper  Seafons,  by  the  Advice  of  Sojigenes,  an  Aftro- 
nomer  of  Alexandria^  whom  he  had  called  to  his 
Afliftance,  he  caufcd  the  old  Lunifolar  Year  of  Numa 
to  be  intirely  laid  afide ;  and  fubftituted,  in  the  ftead 
thereof,  the  £^y/>^/^7^  Solar  Year  of  365  Days,  which 
he  ordered  to  be  made  ufe  of  for  the  future;  but 
not  without  a  Corredion. 

For  it  being  concluded,  from  the  beft  Aftrono- 
mical  Obfervations  then  made,  that  the  true  Length 
of  the  Tropical  Year  was  ^6^  Days,  and  fix  Hours,  ex- 
ceeding, by  gne  fourth  of  a  Day,  the  Egyptian  Year  5 
and  it  being  impoflible  to  take  notice  of  that  Excefs  in 
a  Year  contrived  for  common  Ufe,  which  could  admit 
no  Part  of  Time  lefs  than  an  intire  Day  5  he  directed 
that  one  whole  Day,  being  the  Amount  of  that  Excefs 
in  four  Years,  fhould  be  added  in  every  fourth  Year : 
And  that  this  additional  Day  fhould  be  intercalated 
or  inferted,  immediately  after  the  feventh  of  the 
Calends  of  March^  which  with  us  is  the  twenty- 
third  Day  of  February :  And  fince,  by  this  means,  two 
fucceflive  Days  were  each  of  them  called  Sexto  Ca- 
lendas,  and,  one  of  them  was  for  Diftin6lion-fake, 
called  Bijfexto  Calendai  i  It  is  from  thence  that  thofe 

Years, 
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Years,  in  which  this  additional  Day  is  intercalated, 
have  obtained  the  Name  of  Biffextile  Years. 

It  was  then  thought  that  this  Form  of  the  Solar  Year 
Was  fo  perfed,  that  the  Equinoxes  and  Solftices  would 
for  ever  continue  to  happen  upon  the  fame  nominal 
Days  5  and  accordingly  it  came  into  Ufe  throughout 
Europe  in  general  5  and  is  ftill  fo  throughout  all  the 
Britijh  Dominions,  being,  from  the  Name  of  its 
Author,  called  the  'Julian  Year  or  Accounr. 

But  Time  fliewed  it  not  to  be  fo  perfed,  as  it  was 
at  firft  imagined  to  be :  For  at  length  it  was  found, 
that  the  Equinoxes  and  Solftices  had  anticipated,  that 
is,  happened  earlier,  by  fome  Days,  than  they  did  in 
fome  former  diftant  Years:  And  more  accurate  Ob- 
fervations  of  the  Sun  difcovered,  not  only  the  Error 
which  caufed  this  Irregularity,  but  likewife  how  much 
that  Error  amounted  to  in  every  mean  Year,  taking 
one  Year  with  another. 

For  it  appeared,  that  the  Tropical  Year  had  been 
fuppofed  longer  than  it  truly  was,  by  a  little  more 
than  eleven  Mmutes*5  which  Error  would  amount, 
in  four  Years,  to  more  than  forty-four  Minutes  f  5 
in  about  130  Years  §,  to  one  intire  Day  ;  and  in 
400  "Julian  Years,  to  three  Days  and  almoft  two 
Hours  ij:. 

*  11'.  5".        f  44'.  20".  §   129.9  Years,  or  129  Years, 

3371- Days.  J  3d.  i  h.  53^.20^ 

This 


This  Error  was,  in  the  Year  ifSi.  attempted  to 
tic  remedied  by  ?.oi^c  Gregory  the  XUIthj  and  he 
fuccccded  very  wcil  in  the  Attempt. 

The  Pope  fet  about  this  Work  from  a  Dcltrc,  that 
the  moveable  Feaft  of  £^^r  fhould  always  be  ob- 
fervcd,  as  nearly  as  might  be,  at  the  fame  times  of 
the  Year  rcfpedively,  with  tho^e  at  which  it  had 
been  kept  for  fome  Years  after  the  General  Council 
of  Nice  y  which  vv^as  holden  in  the  Year  of  our  Lord 
32^.  and  had  prefcribed  a  Rule  for  finding  the  pro- 
per Time  of  celebrating  that  Feftivali  of  which 
more  will  be  faid  hereafter. 

This  however  could  not  be  effefted,  without  cor- 
rcding  the  Civil  Year  in  fuch  a  manner,  that  the 
Vernal  Equinox  fhould  then,  and  in  all  future  times, 
likewife,  fall  upon,  or  very  near  to,  the  tvventy-firft 
Day  of  March ;  as  it  did  at  the  time  of  that  general 
Council,  but  had  then  anticipated  by  the  Space  of 
ten  Days;  and  happened  upon  the  eleventh,  and  not 
upon  the  twcnty-firft  Day  of  March'. 

And  for  this  Purpofc,  he  not  only  caufcd  Ten 
Days  to  be  dropped  '\n06fober  i^%2,  but  after  have- 
ing  confulted  with  the  Aftronomers,  in  all  the  Uni- 
vcffiiics  protcfiing  the  Roman  Religion,  he  direded, . 
that  the  fame  Rule  of  Intercalation  fhould  be  ob- 
ferved  in  refpcd  to  complete  Centuries  of  Years, 
with  that  which  th^en  was  and  ftill  is  in  IJfe,  with 
regard  to  fmgle  Years, 

That 
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-  That.tV  thre^:  fucceiTive  hundredth  Years,  which, 
accordingtothtya//V?»  Account,,  would  all  have  been 
Btjfextile  Yeiirs^  were  to,  be  only 'commba  Years  j  but 
every  fourth  hundredth  Year  was  to  be,  as  it  other- 
wife  would  have  been,  a  Biffextilg  Year."'-- • 

By  this  means  three  intercalary  Days  being  omit- 
ted in  every  four  hundred  Years  I  the  Diflference  be- 
tween that  Number  of.  Civil  and  Aftronomical  Years, 
is  not  fa  much  as  two  Hours  *j  and  will  not 
amount  to  24  Hours,  or  one  whole  Day,  in  lefs 
than  5-0  8  2  Years. 

The  Civil  Year,  thus  correifted,  has  taken  place  irt 
moft  Parts  of  Europe j  many  Years  fince  5  and  is  pro-* 
pofed  by  this  Bill  to  be  now  received  and  eftablilhed 
throughout  all  the  Countries  fubjeft  to  the  Crown 
of  Great  Britain.  But  becaufe,  in  the  Year  i/ooj 
an  intercalary  Day  was  added  by  us,  and  not  by  thofe 
who  then  made  ufe  of  the  Year  fo  correded,  or  the 
New  Style;  they  are  now  Eleven  Days  before  us  in 
the  Reckoning  of  Time :  And  therefore,  if  we  would 
make  our  Reckoning  agree  with  theirs,  eleven  Days 
muft  be  dropped  by  us,  at  fuch  time  of  the  Year,  as 
fhall  be  thought  to  be  moft  convenient  and  proper 
for  it. 

When  the  Solar  Year,  by  which  the  Times  of  ali 
our  fixed  Feftivals,  and  Tranfa£i:ions  of  a  Civil  Nature, 
are  determined,  Ihall  thus  be  rectified  5  another  Cor- 

*  I  h.  53'.  20''. 

rcdion. 
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rection,  neceffary  to  be  made  in  our  Calendar,  is  that 
of  our  Method  of  finding  the  Time  of  the  moveable 
Feaft  of  Eafter  s  and  of  the  Places  where  the  Golden 
Numbers,  which  we  malce  ufe  of  for  that  Purpofe, 
{land  in  our  Calendar. 

The  General  Council  of  Ktce  was  holden,  as  I 
mentioned  before,  in  the  Year  of  our  Lord  325-.  for 
this  Purpofe,  among  others,  that  a  Rule  might  be 
laid  down  for  finding  the  right  and  proper  Time  of 
(zelebrating  the  Feaft  of  Eafter -y  concerning  which 
many  Dilputcs  had  arifen,  and  had  been  carried  to 
the  greateft  Excefs,  between  the  Weftern  and  the 
Eaftern  Churches.  And  the  Subflance  of  what  was 
agreed  upon-  at  that  Council  was  this:  -^ 

:  That  the  Feaft  of  j^^^rfhould  always  be  obferved 
upon  the  firft  Sunday  after  that  fourteenth  Day  of  the 
Moon,  by  which  tiiey  meant  the  Full  Moon,  which: 
fhould  happen  upon  or  next  after  the  Day  of  the 
Vernal  Equinox.  And  fince  that  Equinox  then  hap- 
pened upon  the  twenty-firft  Day  of  Marchy  and  it 
was  then  thought  would  for  ever  continue  to  do 
fo;  it  was  declared,  for  the  fake  of  Perfons  unac-: 
quainted  with  Aftronoiiiy,  that  the  twcnty-firft  Day 
of  'March  fhould  be  confidered  as  the  Day  of  the 
Vernal  Equinox. 

And' Aftronomical  Learning  flourifhing,  at  that 
time,  more  in  Egypt  than  elfewhere;  it  was  re- 
ferred to  the  Bilhop  of  Alexandria,  to  compute 
every  Year,  the  Time  of  JS^^r  j  and  to  fend  early 
Isotice  of  it  to  the  Bifhcp  of  Rome':,   who  was  to 
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communicate  it  to  the  feveral  Bifnops  of  the  Weftern 
Churches. 

This  laft  Particular  gave  a  Superiority  to  theBifhop 
of  Alexandria^  which  the  Pride  of  the  See  of  Rome 
could  not  very  well  bear.  But  the  Ignorance  of  the 
Bifhops  of  Rome  and  their  Dependents,  in  thefe 
Matters,  obliged  them,  though  much  againft  their 
Wills,  to  fubmit  to  it  for  fome  time. 

At  length,  after  they  had  made  various  Attempts 
for  that  Purpofe,  Dionyjius  Exigtius,  a  Roman  Ab- 
bot, and  the  Inventor  of  that  Period  which  is  called 
by  his  Name,  furnifhed  them,  in  the  Year  of  our 
Lord  ^ij.  with  a  Method  of  finding  thcfirft  Day  of 
the  Moon,  and  confequently  of  the  fourteenth,  with- 
out Difficulty,  by  means  of  a  Cycle  of  nineteen  Luni- 
folar  Years,  whichhadbeen  contrived  43  2  Years  before 
Chrift,  by  Meton  an  Athenian  Aftronomer^  and  is 
now  known  by  the  Name  of  the  Golden  Number 
or  the  Cycle  of  the  Moon  j  and  which  T>tonyfius  then 
adapted  to  the  finding  in  every  Year  that  fourteenth 
Day  of  the  Moon,  or  Full  Moon,  upon  which  the 
Time  of  Eafter  depended. 

For  thefe  nineteen  Lunifolar  Years,  confifting  of 
235  Lunations,  being  thought  to  be  exactly  equal  to 
nineteen  Solar  Years;  the  feveral  Numbers  of  this 
Cycle  were  prefixed  to  thofe  Days  of  the  Month  in 
the  Calendar,  on  which  the  firft  Days  of  the  Moon 
happened  at  that  time,  in  the  feveral  Years  to  which 
thofe  Numbers  correfponded  refpedtively,  in  the  Cy- 
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€lc  of  nineteen  Ycais  j  upon  a  firm  Belief,  that  in 
all  future  Times  tiie.  fitft  Days  of  the  Moon  would, 
at  the  End  of  every  nineteen  Years  or  complete  Cy- 
cle, happen  upon  the  fame  Days  to  which  the  Num- 
bers, correfponding  to  the  feveral  refpedive  Years, 
were  prefixed  j  and  rhat  when,  in  each  Year,  the  fe- 
veral firfl:  Days  of  the  Moon  were  found,  it  would 
be  extremely  eafy  to  find,  in  any  given  Year  of  that 
Cycle,  the  fourteenth  Day  of  the  Moon  which  would 
happen  upon  or  next  after  the  tvventy-firft  Day  of 
March  J  and  confequently  the  Day  upon  which  £'^y?^r 
ought  to  be  celebrated  in  that  Year. 

This  Method  of  finding  Eafter,  by  means  of  the 
Golden  Numbers  thus  placed  in  the  Calendar,  was 
followed  for  a  confiderable  time  by  all  the  Weftern 
Churches  5  and  continues  ftill  to  be  ufed  in  this 
Country. 

But  how  perfe£l  foever  this  Method  was  at  firft  be- 
lieved to  be  5  Time,  that  great  Difcoverer  of  Truth 
and  Falfhood,  has  fhewn  it  to  be  very  erroneous  j 
partly  upon  Account  of  the  Anticipation  of  the 
Equinox,  already  fpoken  ofj  and  partly  becaufe  the 
nineteen  Luni-folar  Years,  of  which  the  Cycle  is 
compofed,  are  not  exadly  equal  to,  but  about  one 
Hour  and  twenty-eight  Minutes  *  lefs  than  nine- 
teen Solar  Years  i  making  the  New  Moons  anticipate, 
or  happen  earlier  than  they  did,  by  twenty-four  Hours, 
or  a  whole  Day,  in  about  31 1 1  Years  5  whereby  the 
Golden  Numbers  appear  to  be  very  improperly  placed 
Ml  our  prefent  Calendar.    And  although,  in  the  Time 

*  I  h.  28^  3^'.  30'^^    t  310.7  Years,  or  310  Years  2567  Days. 
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of  celebrating  the  Feafl:  of  Rafter)  we  fometimes 
agree  with  the  Intention  of  the  Council  of  Nice-,  and 
the  Fradice  of  other  Countries  where  this  Error  has 
been  correded ;  yet  it  oftener  happens  that  we  differ 
from  both. 

The  firft  Caufe  of  this  Error  will  be  removed  by 
the  preceding  Claufcs  of  this  Bill  j  by  means  of  which 
the  Vernal  Equinox  will  again  happen  upon,  or  very 
near  to  the  twenty-firft Day  of  March-,  as  it  did  at 
the  Time  of  the  Council  of  Nice. 

And  the  Correction  of  the  latter  is  of  fo  intricate 
a  Nature,  and  requites  fo  many  things  to  be  taken 
into  Confidcration,  that  a  Perfon  of  much  greater 
Abilities  than  I  pretend  to,  would  not  be  able,  in  a 
Difcourfe  delivered  nji-va  i^oce^  to  ftate  it  in  a  manner 
that  would  be  clear  and  intelligible  to  his  Hearers. 

I  (hall  not  therefore  attempt  to  explain  farther, 
cither  the  Error,  or  the  Corredion  of  it;  but  (hall 
content  myfelf  with  acquainting  your  Lordfhips, 
that  it  is  corrected  in  the  Calendar,  Tables,  and  Rules, 
annexed  to  this  Bill ;  and  that  by  their  yicznsEaJler- 
day  may  be  found,  fo  as  to  agree  as  nearly  as  may  be 
with  the  Rule  prcfcribed  by  the  Council  of  Nice^ 
and  to  correfpond  intirely  with  the  Practice  of  fo- 
reign Countries;  not  only  for  the  prefent,  but  in  fu- 
ture times  likcwife:  Sufficient  Provifion  being  therein 
made,  for  properly  fhifting  the  Places  of  the  Golden 
Numbers  in  the  Calendar,  at  thofe  Periods  of  Time 
when  it  fhall  be  necelfary  fo  to  do. 
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And  when,  in  the  courfe  of  what  ftill  remains 
for  me  to  fay,  I  fhall  menrion  to  your  Lordfhips  the 
Authority  upon  which  rhofeTables  and  Rules  do  (land, 
I  am  perfuadcd,  that  you  will  not  entertain  the  Icaft 
Doubt  of  the  fuiiident  Truth  and  Exadnefsof  them. 

When  Pope  Gregory  reformed  this  Part  of  the 
Calendar,  he  intirely  laid  afidc  the  Ufc  of  the  Gol- 
den Numbers;  and  fubilitured  thirty  Sets  of  Epads  in 
their  (lead.  But  his  Method  is  fo  complex,  and, 
at  the  fame  time,  fo  different  from  that  of  the 
Church  of  En^landj  that  it  was  thought  better  dill 
to  retain  the  Ufe  of  the  Golden  Numbers ;  which 
will  be  much  lefs  troublcfome,  and  yer,  by  means  of 
the  aforcfaid  Calendar,  Tables,  and  Rules,  will  give 
the  Time  of  Eajier  as  exadly  as  the  Epads  will  do. 

The  three  laft  Claufes  of  the  Bill  are  defi^ned 
merely  for  the  Protedion  of  private  Property,  from 
the  Injury  which  it  might  otherwife  receive,  by  the 
propofed  Change  of  the  Style. 

This  could  hardly  have  been  cffeded  any  other 
way  than  by  the  Provifions  made  in  this  Bill  -,  which 
direds,  that  all  things  of  a  more  indifferent  Nature 
fhall  be  tranfaded  on  the  nominal  Days  j  but  that  all 
Matters,  which  may  affed  private  Property,  fhall  not 
be  accelerated  5  but  fhall  be  tranfaded  or  take  place 
upon  the  very  fame  natural  Days,  as  they  would  have 
been,  or  would  have  done,  if  this  Change  in  the  Style 
had  not  been  made. 
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For  had  the  Payments  of  Rents  and  other  Sums 
of  Money,  and  the  Performance  of  other  Ads,  fti- 
pulatcd  for  by  Contrails  in  being  before  the  Change 
of  the  Style  fhall  take  place,  been  in  general  accelerated 
and  brought  forward  with  the  nominal  Days;  fo  great 
a  Variety  of  Difcounrs,  Abatements,  and  Allowances, 
would  ncccflarily  have  been  eftablifhcd  by  the  Bill,  as 
might  have  been  attended  with  more  Difficulties,  and 
grcarcL  Inconveniencics,  than  thofe  who  have  not  tho- 
roughly confidercd  this  Matter,  may  be  avi^arc  of. 

And  if  any  one  particular  Cafe  fhould  be  except- 
ed out  of  the  three  lafl:  Claufes,  or  any  of  them; 
there  is  too  much  Reafon  to  fear,  that  it  would  be 
picduflive  of  fo  many  other  Excepcions,  as  might 
greatly  fruftrate  the  good  Intentions  of  the  Bill. 

And  it  is  no  fmall  Juftification  of  the  laft  general 
Provifo,  that  it  appears  by  authentic  Copies  and 
Extrads  of  Edids  and  Placards,  which  the  noble  Lord, 
who  brought  in  this  Bill,  procured  from  abroad, 
that  the  fame  Method  was  purfued,  in  this  rcfped, 
when  France,  Brabant ,  Holland,  and  Zealand,  laid 
alldc  the  Old,  and  received  the  New  Style. 


I  have  now  gone  through  the  feveral  Particulars  of 
the  Bill;  and  though  I  have  done  it  with  as  much  Bre- 
vity, as  the  Nature  of  the  Matters,  which  I  havefpokcn 
of,  would  permit,  I  am  fenfible  that  I  have  already 
trefpaflcd  too  long  upon  your  Lordfhips  Patience; 
and  fhall  therefore  haften  to  a  Conclufion.  But 
yet,  as  fome  Parts  of  the  Bill,  and  particularly  the 
Tables,  and  thofe  Rules  concerning  Eajier,  which 
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are  new,  (land  merely  upon  Authority;  and  cannot, 
as  I  have  obfccved  befoj^e,  be  explained  minutely  to  your 
Lordfhips  in  this  Place ;  I  muft  beg  your  Pcrmiffion 
to  fay  a  very  few  Words  in  relation  to  that  Matter. 

I  believe  I  need  not  tell  your  Lordfhips,  that  the 
firft  Defign  of  the  Bill  was  formed  by  the  noble  Earl 
who  preiented  it  to  the  Houfe ;  and  whofe  Saga- 
city to  difcern,  docs  not  exceed  his  Inclination  to 
redrcfs,  any  Inconveniences  which  his  Fellow- Sub- 
jects may  labour  under. 

This  Bill  was,  under  his  Lordfhip's  Dire£lions, 
drawn,  and  moft  of  the  Tables  prepared,  by  Mr. 
*\Davall,  a  Barrifter  of  the  Middle-Temple,  whofe 
Skill  in  Aftronomy,  as  well  as  in  his  Profeflion,  ren- 
dered him  extremely  capable  of  accurately  performing 
thatWork ;  which  v^^as  likewife  carefully  examined,  and 
approved  of,  by  two  Gentlemen,  whofe  Learning  and 
Abilities  are  fo  well  known,  that  nothing  which  I 
can  fay,  can  add  to  their  Charaders ;  I  mean  Mr. 
FolkeSj  Prefident  of  the  Royal  Society;  and  Dr. 
Bradley  his  Majefty's  Aftronomer  at  Greenwich  i  the 
latter  of  whom  did  himfelf  compofe  the  three  gene- 
ral Tables,  which  your  Lordfhips  find  toward  the  End 
of  the  printed  Copy. 

Upon  this  Authority  do  the  new  Tables  and  Rules 
(land?  and  as  to  the  Bill  it  felf,  no  Endeavours  have 
been  wanting  to  make  it  as  complete,  and  as  free 
from  Objedtions  of  all  kinds,  as  poflible. 

But  if,  after  all,  any  Defeds  or  Imp erfed ions, 
fhould  ftill  remain  in  it;  I  doubt  not  but  that  all  of 
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them  will  he  difcovered^and  the  one  be  fupplicd,  and 
the  other  be  removed,  either >n  the  Committee  of 
this,  or  the  other  Houfe  of  Parliament,  if  the  Bill 
Ihall  proceed  fo  far. 

And  fince  I  am  clearly  of  Opinion,  that  the  general 
Principle  of  it  is  riL!;ht,  and  well  founded,  I  humbly 
move  your  Lordfhips,  That  this  Bill  be  committed. 


FINIS. 


UC  SOUTHERN  REGIONAL  VBRAOv  r.l-- 


A     000  095  499     o 


